The Hammersmith Hospital hematopathology case of the month: paraspinal B lymphoblastic lymphoma &#x2013; problems in diagnosis and initial indolent behavior.
We describe a young man who presented with neurological signs and symptoms, and with a paraspinal soft tissue mass involving the vertebral body at T4. The patient was treated with dexamethasone prior to neurosurgical decompression and debulking. Biopsy showed features of a small B-cell lymphoma possibly of follicle center cell origin. The patient achieved complete remission with radiotherapy. However, he experienced relapse 10 months later with a soft tissue mass close to and involving the posteroinferior aspect of the sternum. Biopsy of the recurrent lesion showed features of B lymphoblastic leukemia/lymphoma. The first biopsy was revisited to demonstrate the lymphoblastic immunophenotype of the lesional cells. The 'indolent' appearance of the cells in the first biopsy was attributable to treatment with dexamethasone prior to the biopsy.